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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION & DLECISION RECORD
for
Tree Planting, Plastic Mulch, Seedling Tubing in the Buue Falls Resource Area

5 ption of P | Act
The Butte Falls Resource Area proposes to plant by hand methods a mixture of conifer
seedlings on 334 acres within the resouce area. Additionally. 5,000 secdlings will be planted to
improve riparian conditions. The area is also proposing to plastic mulch 242 acres and
seedling tube 201 acres.

Plan Conformance Review
These proposals are in conformance with the Medford District's Resource Management Plan
(RMP}) approved on April 14, 1995

Categorical Exclusion Determination

This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion as provided in United States
Deparunemt of Interior, Departmental Manual, 516 DM 6, Appendix 5.4 C.(3). This section
allows for reforestation of timber sale areas where no chaining is done, no pesticides are used
and there is no conversion of timber type or conversion of nonforest to forest land.
Specifically, seedling planting, seedling tubing, and mulch activities are covered{Released
3/19/92 #2943). The exclusions have been reviewed to determine if any of the exceptions
described in 516 DM, Appendix 5 apply.

Norne of the exceptions to categorical exclusions apply.

DECISION

Based on the attached NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW, | have determined
that the proposed action involves no significant impact to the human environment and thar no
further environmental analysis is required. [t is my decision 1o implement the project (as
shown on attached exhibit) in fiscal vear 1999,

Project Design Features will be as tollows:
. Seedling planting will be 8'x8"
2. Contfer mixture will be approxunately 50% Douglas- i 307 ponderosa pine .



5% incense cedar, 5% shasta red fir, and 10% sugar pinc.

3. Riparian work will be on a varied spacing as required to improve the habitat.

4. 300 seedlings per acre will be mulched and tubed or shaded.

5. If planting, mulching, and tubing work is adjacent 1o a spotted owl or other
sensitive wildlife species site, crew activity and noise will be minimized in order to
reduce disturbance to the sensitive species.

DECISION RATIONALE

The decision 1s to implement the proposed action as stated. The proposed action has been
reviewed by the Resource Area resources staff and appropriate mitigation features will be
iricorporated into the proposal as specified above.

A Wiy /0057

utte ¥Falls Area Manager °
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NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW
Proposed Action:

Department of the Interior Manual 516 2.3.A(3) provides for a review of the following criteria for categorical
exclusion to determine if exceptions apply to the proposed action:

l. Has slgmﬁfant adverse effects on public health or safety. () Yes d No
Initial; Remarks: e .
2. Adversely affects such unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources, park,
recreation, or refuge lands, wilderness areas, wild or scenic rivers, sole or principal drinking water
aquifers, prime farmiands, wetlands, floodplains, or ecologically significant or critical areas, including
those listed on t partment's National Register of Natural Landmarks, () Yes (
Initial' /...’ Remarks:
3. Has h" hly; contreversial envirenmental effects. () Yes (3’(
Initi z} Remarks: o o
4, Has l‘igh]y uncertain environmentai effects or involves uniqee or unknown -
enviro lal risks. ()} Yes (9{
Initial_ Remarks:
J
5. Establishes a precedent for future action or represents a decision in pripeiple about a luture
consideration with significant environmental effects. () Yes (¥ No
Initial. ..’ Remarks:
-
6. Is relited to other actions with individually insigniﬁqc?/hﬁi cumulatively significant environmental
effects. A () Yes (
Initial ;:4 7/ Remarks: . =
i
7. Adversely affecls properties listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
() Yes (9
Initial 7&4 Remarks o
8. Affecls a species hsled or proposed (o be listed on the lisi of endangered or threatened species.
() Yes (1
Initial /,.. / Remarks:
&L_ . e
9. Threatens to violate a Federal, State, local or tribat law or requirements imposed for the
protection of the environmental or which requires compliance with Execative Order 11988 {Floodplains
Management), Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands), or the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act. / {) Yes (f’l'No
Initial ‘ﬁ,,,«j-f Remarks: =~ e
s

i have reviewéé the proposed action in accordance with the above criteria and have determined that the
proposed action would not involve any significant envirommental impacts. ‘Fherefore, the proposed action doces
not meet any of the criteria for exception and is categorically excluded from further environmental review. The
[)rOpss:l(tht)n tilmllﬁt‘\ as a m!egm ical exc Ius.mn uader 510 DM 6, Appendix 5.4, O30

. Z{?)< f)'( ‘ /*'%4‘
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